
North America’s legacy of slavery, racism, xenophobia, and discriminatory practices affect the willingness of 
sexual violence survivors who are people of Colour, immigrant/refugee and undocumented survivors to disclose.  
Slavery rendering African Americans the “property” of Caucasians, and myths about the sexuality of African 
American women, condoned sexual violence against African American women and false convictions of 
African American men for sexual violence against Caucasian women. All of these factors create barriers to 
reporting by African American victims/survivors.1 2 3 Racism, xenophobia, and discriminatory practices 
affect the willingness of immigrant/refugee and undocumented survivors to seek assistance from 
outside agencies and can contribute to cultural freezing and community denial of sexual violence.4 
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